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Torpedo 8, first published in 1943, recounts the combat actions of Torpedo Squadron 8 (VT-8), a United
States Navy squadron of World War II torpedo bombers. VT-8 was first assigned to aircraft carrier USS
Hornet, joining Hornet shortly after her commissioning in October 1941.The Squadron's first combat
mission was during the Battle of Midway on June 4, 1942. The group, under Commander John C. Waldron,
and composed of 15 planes of the obsolete Douglas TBD Devastator, were all shot down in a matter of
minutes during their unescorted torpedo attack on Japanese aircraft carriers. The squadron did not destroy
any enemy aircraft with their defensive, rear-facing, .30-caliber machine guns, nor did they damage any of
the Japanese carriers.

Following the demoralizing destruction of the Squadron at Midway, Torpedo 8 was the first squadron to be
equipped with Grumman's new TBF-1 Avenger, a bigger and faster replacement for the TBD. When Hornet
sailed to the Pacific, a detachment of the squadron under the command of Lt. Harold "Swede" Larson
remained in Norfolk, Virginia to receive the first shipment of the new aircraft. Larson's detachment arrived at
Pearl Harbor the day after Hornet sailed for Midway. Six of the squadron's Avengers were flown to Midway
under the command of Lt. Langdon Fieberling to participate in the battle. These planes were the first Navy
aircraft to attack the Japanese fleet that day, but they attacked without fighter cover, and five of the new
Avengers were shot down. The book follows the squadron to Guadalcanal and the Solomon Islands, where
the unit served with distinction, but as the book was published during the War, does not cover some of the
group's later actions in the western Pacific.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

The event that you get from Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Torpedo 8: The
Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron instantly.

Michael Turner:

This Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron
can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joan Freeman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One
of them is this Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron.

Fred Simpson:

The reserve with title Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you



want.
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