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In The Patron's Payoff, Jonathan Nelson and Richard Zeckhauser apply the innovative methods of
information economics to the study of art. Their findings, written in highly accessible prose, are surprising
and important. Building on three economic concepts--signaling, signposting, and stretching--the book
develops the first systematic methodology for assessing the meaning of art patronage and provides a broad
and useful framework for understanding how works of art functioned in Renaissance Italy.

The authors discuss how patrons used conspicuous commissions to establish and signal their wealth and
status, and the book explores the impact that individual works had on society. The ways in which artists met
their patrons' needs for self-promotion dramatically affected the nature and appearance of paintings,
sculptures, and buildings. The Patron's Payoff presents a new conceptual structure that allows readers to
explore the relationships among the main players in the commissioning game--patrons, artists, and
audiences--and to understand how commissioned art transmits information. This book facilitates
comparisons of art from different periods and shows the interplay of artists and patrons working to produce
mutual benefits subject to an array of limiting factors. The authors engage several art historians to look at
what economic models reveal about the material culture of Italy, ca. 1300?1600, and beyond. Their case
studies address such topics as private chapels and their decorations, donor portraits, and private palaces.

In addition to the authors, the contributors are Molly Bourne, Kelley Helmstutler Di Dio, Thomas J.
Loughman, and Larry Silver.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Hamilton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Patron's
Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lillian Carlucci:

The event that you get from The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in
Italian Renaissance Art giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this kind of The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art instantly.

David Binkley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their
book. One of them is this The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art.

Martha Royal:

This The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this The Patron's Payoff: Conspicuous Commissions in Italian Renaissance Art can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading



a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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