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In examining the relationship between fairy tales and Victorian culture, Molly Clark Hillard concludes that
the Victorians were “spellbound”: novelists, poets, and playwrights were self-avowedly enchanted by these
tales. At the same time, Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians shows that literary genres were bound
to the fairy tale and dependent on its forms and figures to make meaning. But these “spellbound” literary
artists also feared that fairy tales exuded an originative power that pervaded and precluded authored work. In
part to dispel the fairy tale’s potency, Victorians resolved this tension by treating the form as a nostalgic
refuge from an industrial age, a quaint remnant of the pre-literacy of childhood and peasantry, and a form fit
not for modern gentlemen but rather for old wives.
 
Through close readings of the novels of Dickens, Eliot, and Charlotte Brontë; the poetry of Tennyson and
Christina Rossetti; the visual artistry of Burne-Jones and Punch; and the popular theatricals of dramatists like
Planche and Buckingham, Spellbound opens fresh territory into well-traversed titles of the Victorian canon.
Hillard demonstrates that these literary forms were all cross-pollenated by the fairy tale and that their authors
were—however reluctantly—purveyors of disruptive fairy tale matter over which they had but imperfect
control.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Spellbound: The Fairy
Tale and the Victorians is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Noah Cale:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Spellbound: The
Fairy Tale and the Victorians suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victoriansis the main of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this
book.

Diane Lomas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Carrie Francis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be study.
Spellbound: The Fairy Tale and the Victorians can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who
have those short time problems.
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