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Cheap.

Cheap suit. Cheap date. Cheap shot. It's a dirty word, an epithet laden with negative meanings. It is also the
story of Lauren Weber's life. As a child, she resented her father for keeping the heat at 50 degrees through
the frigid New England winters and rarely using his car's turn signals-to keep them from burning out. But as
an adult, when she found herself walking 30 blocks to save $2 on subway fare, she realized she had turned
into him.

In this lively treatise on the virtues of being cheap, Weber explores provocative questions about Americans'
conflicted relationship with consumption and frugality. Why do we ridicule people who save money?
Where's the boundary between thrift and miserliness? Is thrift a virtue or a vice during a recession? And was
it common sense or obsessive-compulsive disorder that made her father ration the family's toilet paper?

In answering these questions, In Cheap We Trust offers a colorful ride through the history of frugality in the
United States. Readers will learn the stories behind Ben Franklin and his famous maxims, Hetty Green
(named "the world's greatest miser" by the Guinness Book of Records) and the stereotyping of Jewish and
Chinese immigrants as cheap.

Weber also explores contemporary expressions and dilemmas of thrift. From Dumpster-diving to economist
John Maynard Keynes's "Paradox of Thrift" to today's recession-driven enthusiasm for frugal living, In
Cheap We Trust teases out the meanings of cheapness and examines the wisdom and pleasures of not
spending every last penny.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book In CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a Misunderstood
American Virtue. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book In CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a Misunderstood American Virtue. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Edward Strode:

The reason? Because this In CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a Misunderstood American Virtue is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Roderick Olin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This In CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a
Misunderstood American Virtue can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Beverly McClendon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book In CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a
Misunderstood American Virtue was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In
CHEAP We Trust: The Story of a Misunderstood American Virtue has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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