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How do scientists develop new explanations of disease? How do those explanations become accepted as
true? And how does medical diagnosis change when physicians are confronted with new scientific evidence?
These are some of the questions that Paul Thagard pursues in this pathbreaking book that develops a new,
integrative approach to the study of science.

Ranging through the history of medicine, from the Hippocratic theory of humors to modern explanations of
Mad Cow Disease and chronic fatigue syndrome, Thagard analyzes the development and acceptance of
scientific ideas. At the heart of the book is a case study of the recent dramatic shift in medical understanding
of peptic ulcers, most of which are now believed to be caused by infection by the bacterium Helicobacter
pylori. When this explanation was first proposed in 1983, it was greeted with intense skepticism by most
medical experts, but it became widely accepted over the next decade. Thagard discusses the psychological
processes of discovery and acceptance, the physical processes involving instruments and experiments, and
the social processes of collaboration, communication, and consensus that brought about this transformation
in medical knowledge.

How Scientists Explain Disease challenges both traditional philosophy of science, which has viewed science
as largely a matter of logic, and contemporary science studies that view science as largely a matter of power.
Drawing on theories of distributed computing and artificial intelligence, Paul Thagard develops new models
that make sense of scientific change as a complex system of cognitive, social, and physical interactions.

This is a book that will appeal to all readers with an interest in the development of science and medicine. It
combines an engaging style, significant research, and a powerfully original argument.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

The book How Scientists Explain Disease make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book How Scientists Explain Disease to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book How Scientists Explain
Disease. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Lewis Skinner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them is this How Scientists Explain Disease.

Tony Valdez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled How Scientists Explain Disease can be good book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Paula Lauria:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book How Scientists Explain Disease it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high



quality.
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