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"CANDIDE, OU L'OPTIMISME" is a French satire first published in 1759 by Voltaire, a philosopher of the
Age of Enlightenment. It begins with a young man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic
paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor
Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation of this lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful
disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with
Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our
garden", in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds."

Candide is characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A
picaresque novel with a story similar to that of a more serious Bildungs¬roman, it parodies many adventure
and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still,
the events discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755
Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with the problem of evil, so too does
Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously. Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians,
governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults
Leibniz and his optimism.

As expected by Voltaire, Candide has enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its
secretive publication, the book was widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political
sedition and intellectual hostility hidden under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and
insightful portrayal of the human condition, the novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to
mimic and adapt it. Today, Candide is recognized as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the
Western canon; it is among the most frequently taught works of French literature. The British poet and
literary critic Martin Seymour-Smith listed Candide as one of the 100 most influential books ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Dunleavy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Candide (Wisehouse Classics - with Illustrations by Jean-Michel Moreau).
Try to face the book Candide (Wisehouse Classics - with Illustrations by Jean-Michel Moreau) as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Billy Salazar:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Candide (Wisehouse Classics -
with Illustrations by Jean-Michel Moreau). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Keri Lo:

Exactly why? Because this Candide (Wisehouse Classics - with Illustrations by Jean-Michel Moreau) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Clayton Johnson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Candide (Wisehouse Classics - with Illustrations by Jean-Michel Moreau) will give
you a new experience in studying a book.
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