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The language of slavery is the last but steep price any society must pay for having tolerated the institution
and profited from it. . . . The hypocrisies, the racism, the sexism, the brutality bound up with the daily
practice of slavery live on in language, where they continue to punish the descendants of both owners and
slaves indiscriminately. The habits of expression that excused slavery endure as unfinished business,
unexpiated sin, in all those societies that used words to exploit the enslavement of others. Thus slavery lives
on long after the last slave has died.?Speaking of SlaveryIn this highly original work, Steven A. Epstein
shows that the ways Italians employ words and think about race and labor are profoundly affected by the
language used in medieval Italy to sustain a system of slavery. The author's findings about the surprising
persistence of the "language of slavery" demonstrate the difficulty of escaping the legacy of a shameful
past.For Epstein, language is crucial to understanding slavery, for it preserves the hidden conditions of that
institution. He begins his book by discussing the words used to conduct and describe slavery in Italy, from
pertinent definitions given in early dictionaries, to the naming of slaves by their masters, to the ways in
which bondage has been depicted by Italian writers from Dante to Primo Levi and Antonio Gramsci. Epstein
then probes Italian legal history, tracing the evolution of contracts for buying, selling, renting, and freeing
people. Next he considers the behaviors of slaves and slave owners as a means of exploring how concepts of
liberty and morality changed over time. He concludes by analyzing the language of the market, where
medieval Italians used words to fix the prices of people they bought and sold.The first history of slavery in
Italy ever published, Epstein's work has important implications for other societies, particularly America's.
"For too long," Epstein notes, "Americans have studied their own slavery as it if were the only one ever to
have existed, as if it were the archetype of all others." His book allows citizens of the United States and other
former slave-holding nations a richer understanding of their past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Snyder:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Speaking of Slavery:
Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Chad Foster:

The book untitled Speaking of Slavery: Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy (Conjunctions of
Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

James Kyles:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book Speaking of Slavery: Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Gregory Rivera:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Speaking of Slavery: Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) when you needed it?
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