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Regionalism often evokes provinciality and an affiliation with minor literary genres, but Robert Jackson
shows that region is an integral part of American identity, providing grounding for major independent voices.
Jackson offers a new critical model of region that contributes to literary and cultural study across a wide
range of topics. He addresses American literature since the Civil War with particular attention to Mark
Twain, William Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, and Toni Morrison. In advancing their own diverse aesthetic
and social agendas -- reactionary and progressive, theological and secular, gender-based, race-based, and
above all, dissident -- these writers, Jackson argues, articulate some of the most perceptive and innovative
expressions of the American region in the literary history of the United States.

According to Jackson, the region transcends both rigidly defined spatial categories -- the South of slavery,
the North of freedom, the West of unlimited possibility -- and derivative cultural connotations of local color
to reveal subtle and powerful insights. He provides a regional reading of Twain's greatest novel, The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and a meaningful new interpretation of the work and its place in the
American canon. He explores Faulkner's obsession with regional identity and places the Mississippian's work
in problematic relation to the Depression-era Nashville Agrarian movement. O'Connor, searching for a
critical vocabulary to confront mainstream American literature, religion, and gender, transforms the region
from a hothouse of sentimentality into a sharp, deadly weapon in her short fiction. Morrison's brilliant
appropriation of region enables her to fashion an aesthetic that is both race-conscious and endowed with
revisionist agency; through the region she imagines a new grounding for American identity.

Jackson illuminates the importance of rethinking long-established assumptions and demonstrates the vast
potential of the region in critical considerations of American literature and culture. Even as he devotes
significant attention to realism, modernism, southern literature, and African American literature, he speaks to
a wide range of fields in American Cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Self and Community in the Fiction of Elizabeth Spencer
(Southern Literary Studies). Try to stumble through book Self and Community in the Fiction of Elizabeth
Spencer (Southern Literary Studies) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Welling:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Self and Community in the Fiction of Elizabeth Spencer
(Southern Literary Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Bruce Parisien:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Self and Community in the Fiction of Elizabeth Spencer (Southern Literary
Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Tania Hansen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Self and
Community in the Fiction of Elizabeth Spencer (Southern Literary Studies).
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