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This is the story of how rural black people struggled against the oppressive sharecropping system of the
Arkansas and Mississippi Delta during the first half of the twentieth century. Here, white planters forged a
world of terror and poverty for black workers, one that resembled the horrific deprivations of the African
Congo under Belgium's King Leopold II.

Delta planters did not cut off the heads and hands of their African American workers but, aided by local law
enforcement, they engaged in peonage, murder, theft, and disfranchisement. As individuals and through
collective struggle, in conjunction with national organizations like the NAACP and local groups like the
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union, black men and women fought back, demanding a just return for their crops
and laying claim to a democratic vision of citizenship. Their efforts were amplified by the two world wars
and the depression, which expanded the mobility and economic opportunities of black people and provoked
federal involvement in the region.

Nan Woodruff shows how the freedom fighters of the 1960s would draw on this half-century tradition of
protest, thus expanding our standard notions of the civil rights movement and illuminating a neglected but
significant slice of the American black experience.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book American Congo: The African American Freedom
Struggle in the Delta. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book American Congo: The African American Freedom Struggle in the Delta. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open
a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Bobby Griffin:

This book untitled American Congo: The African American Freedom Struggle in the Delta to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Bill Boyd:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book American Congo: The African American Freedom
Struggle in the Delta it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book has high quality.

Vincent Espinoza:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely American Congo: The African American Freedom Struggle in the Delta.
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