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When did war begin? Standard military accounts tend to start with the Graeco-Persian wars, laying undue
emphasis on the preeminence of Greek heavy infantry. But, as this strikingly original and entertaining book
shows, the origins of war can be traced back not to the Iron Age, or even to the Bronze Age, but to the
emergence of settled life itself nearly 10,000 years ago. The military revolution that occurred then—the
invention of major new weapons, the massive fortifications, the creation of strategy and tactics—ultimately
gave rise to the great war machines of ancient Egypt, Assyria, and Persia that dominated the Near East until
the time of Alexander the Great.It is Arther Ferrill’s thesis that in the period before Alexander there were two
independent lines of military development—a Near Eastern one culminating in the expert integration of
cavalry, skirmishers, and light infantry and a Greek one based on heavy infantry. When Philip and Alexander
blended the two traditions in their crack Macedonian army, the result was a style of warfare that continued,
despite technological changes, down to Napoleon.This newly revised edition presents detailed and copiously
illustrated accounts of all the major battles on land and sea up to the fourth century b.c., analyzes weapons
from the sling to the catapult, and discusses ancient strategy and tactics, making this a book for armchair
historians everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Tate:

The book The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Audrey Thompson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Origins of
War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in
this era. The book untitled The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Greatis the main one of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Clara Reece:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Ruth Haddock:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Origins of War: From the Stone Age to Alexander the Great when you required it?
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