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The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music, better known as ABRSM, has influenced the musical
lives and tastes of millions of people since it conducted its first exams in 1890. This ground-breaking history
explores how ABRSM became such a formative influence and looks at some of the consequences resulting
from its pre-eminent position in British musical life. Particular emphasis is given to how free ABRSM has
been to impose its musical view of things and to what extent its exams respond to the circumstances and
musical preferences of its customers. The book's exploration of how ABRSM has negotiated music's
changing social, educational and cultural landscape casts fresh light on the challenges facing music education
today. David Wright's comprehensive history of the Board from its origins in 1889 to the present day
represents a significant and original investigation. Not only is it the first extended account of ABRSM, but it
sets the institution and its work firmly within its historical and cultural context. ABRSM's exams were
exported all across the Empire, and this study shows how both exams and examiners made a telling cultural
contribution to the idea of the 'British World'. It relates the exams to changing historical perceptions about
musical education as well as to attitudes about the value of music as a social and recreational activity. By
demonstrating the impact of the Board's commercial success in dominating the grade exam market, the book
shows how this has had significant consequences for the organization of British musical training and for the
formation and sustaining of a particular sort of British musical culture. Before his retirement, David Wright
was Reader in the Social History of Music at the Royal College of Music, London.
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From reader reviews:

Bella Singer:

The experience that you get from The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Associated Board of
the Royal Schools of Music instantly.

Catherine Acevedo:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Linda Henderson:

Beside this The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from
today!

Robert Hill:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of
Music can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Associated Board of the Royal
Schools of Music.
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