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This book provides a sophisticated new interdisciplinary interpretation of the formulation and evolution of
African American religion and culture. Theophus Smith argues for the central importance of "conjure"--a
magical means of transforming reality--in black spirituality and culture. Smith shows that the Bible, the
sacred text of Western civilization, has in fact functioned as a magical formulary for African Americans.
Going back to slave religion, and continuing in black folk practice and literature to the present day, the Bible
has provided African Americans with ritual prescriptions for prophetically re-envisioning, and thereby
transforming, their history and culture. In effect the Bible is a "conjure book" for prescribing cures and
curses, and for invoking extraordinary and Divine powers to effect changes in the conditions of human
existence--and to bring about justice and freedom. Biblical themes, symbols, and figures like Moses, the
Exodus, the Promised Land, and the Suffering Servant, as deployed by African Americans, have crucially
formed and reformed not only black culture, but American society as a whole. Smith examines not only the
religious and political uses of conjure, but its influence on black aesthetics, in music, drama, folklore, and
literature. The concept of conjure, he shows, is at the heart of an indigenous and still vital spirituality, with
exciting implications for reformulating the next generation of black studies and black theology. Even more
broadly, Smith proposes, "conjuring culture" can function as a new paradigm for understanding Western
religious and cultural phenomena generally.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations
of Black America (Religion in America) to read.

Francine Nott:

Here thing why this Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black America (Religion in America) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black
America (Religion in America) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of
Black America (Religion in America). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black
America (Religion in America) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jack Williams:

Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black America (Religion in America) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black America (Religion in America) although doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Donald Wexler:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Conjuring Culture: Biblical Formations of Black America (Religion in America) can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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