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 This fourth revised edition of Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs, first published in Shanghai in 1941,
features an introduction by Dr. Terence Barrow, has been completely reset and now uses the Pinyin
pronunciation of Chinese names and words.

The Eight Immortals, the five elements, the dragon and the phoenix, yin and yang—representations of these
important cultural symbols are pervasive in Chinese literature, art and architecture. Without an understanding
of their significance, much Chinese history, folklore and culture can't be fully appreciated. In this
comprehensive handbook, C.A.S. Williams offers concise explanations—and over 400 illustrations—of
these essential symbols and motifs. Arranged alphabetically for easy access, the book not only explains
essential cultural symbols, accompanied by their Chinese characters, but also contains many articles on
Chinese beliefs, customs, arts and crafts, food, agriculture, and medicine. This book has become a standard
reference volume for students of China and Chinese culture.

For those who are visiting China, Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs is an indispensable guide to the Middle
Kingdom's artistic and architectural wonders. For the general reader, it is a valuable compendium of
fascinating sinological lore.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Turcotte:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Chinese Symbolism and
Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Clarence Delapaz:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A
Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Ella McCoy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Chinese Symbolism
and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Mitchell:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook
on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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