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The nineteenth century was still very young; its eventful day—that day whose sunset we have yet to
see—had but lately dawned upon the world. There were regions, even in Europe, where, for any illumination
brought them by the age, the hand of time might have been put back for centuries. In the vast monotonous
plain around Moscow the ancient,—Moscow the holy, with her “forty times forty churches,”—Russian serfs
tilled the corn-fields of their lords, trembled beneath the knout and the plitt, ate their kasha and drank their
kvass, and enjoyed the simple luxuries of their stoves and their vapour-baths, just as their fathers and fathers’
fathers had done for generations. In that land of sameness, where received types repeat each other to
weariness, with almost as little variety in the works of nature as originality in those of man, the village of
Nicolofsky was a fair sample of a hundred others. It belonged to Plato Zoubof, one of the favourites of
Catherine II., who had bestowed it upon him with the adjacent lands and the “bodies and souls of men” it
contained. Out of these he contrived to wring no inconsiderable revenue; but he never honoured Nicolofsky
with his presence. A steward managed everything, unfortunately for the peasants, or mujiks, who were
treated with much more severity than their brethren whose natural lords dwelt “among their own people,”
and cultivated relations with them usually kindly, often even paternal. From the mujiks of Nicolofsky heavy
dues were exacted, and much labour required in the corn-fields of their lord. In harvest-time they were often
forced to toil the whole night long, and any shortcoming was cruelly punished. At this very epoch a series of
enlightened enactments, tending to ameliorate the lot of the serf and to prepare the way for his complete
emancipation, were emanating from the supreme authority in the state; but from these Nicolofsky had as yet
received little or no practical benefit, except, indeed, the deep conviction, which sank into the heart of the
mujik, that his lord the Czar loved him and cared for his welfare. Still, as the proverb tells us, “The holy
Russian land is large, but everywhere the dear sun shines.” Many a gleam of sunlight, from the mercy of
Him whose compassions are over all his works, brightens even the lot of servitude, that looks, and rightly
looks, so dark and so degrading to the thoughtful observer. Had such an observer visited Nicolofsky on the
bright afternoon of one of the Church holidays in the late Russian spring, he would have found some
difficulty in remembering, and perhaps as much in persuading the mujiks, that they were an oppressed and
miserable race. Youths and maidens, boys and girls were crowding to the birch-wood to enjoy their favourite
pastime of the swing. Nor were the older villagers unrepresented—at least so far as regards the men. Many a
grave, bearded mujik keenly enjoyed the motion without labour so dear to the indolent and excitable
Russian, although the women for the most part remained at home to prepare the tschi (or cabbage soup) for
the festive evening meal. The young people, as they passed along, made the air resound with their sweet
national songs, chanted in parts and with wonderful grace and harmony. The company of children seemed to
follow the guidance of one of their number, whom either his position or the choice of his companions had
made a leader amongst them. At twelve or fourteen the little mujik is often a very handsome lad, as may be
seen from the boy postilions of St. Petersburg. And a most favourable specimen of the class, if indeed he
belonged to it at all, was the fair-haired boy who stepped so proudly along, quite conscious of his superior
dignity, and conspicuous in his new caftan of bright blue, bound round the waist with a crimson sash. He
held by the hand a little girl, very pretty, though not so gaily clad.
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From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed THE CZAR,
New Edition? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Rene Defeo:

The book THE CZAR, New Edition make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book THE CZAR, New Edition
to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide THE CZAR,
New Edition. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Douglas Wyss:

The book THE CZAR, New Edition has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Larry Strickland:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is THE CZAR, New Edition this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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