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Swamiji, a Hindu holy man, is the central character of Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels. He reclines in a
deck chair in his modern apartment in western India, telling subtle and entertaining folk narratives to his
assorted gatherings. Among the listeners is Kirin Narayan, who knew Swamiji when she was a child in India
and who has returned from America as an anthropologist. In her book Narayan builds on Swamiji's tales and
his audiences' interpretations to ask why religious teachings the world over are so often couched in stories.

For centuries, religious teachers from many traditions have used stories to instruct their followers. When
Swamiji tells a story, the local barber rocks in helpless laughter, and a sari-wearing French nurse looks on
enrapt. Farmers make decisions based on the tales, and American psychotherapists take notes that link the
storytelling to their own practices. Narayan herself is a key character in this ethnography. As both a local
woman and a foreign academic, she is somewhere between participant and observer, reacting to the nuances
of fieldwork with a sensitivity that only such a position can bring.

Each story s reproduced in its evocative performance setting. Narayan supplements eight folk narratives with
discussions of audience participation and response as well as relevant Hindu themes. All these stories focus
on the complex figure of the Hindu ascetic and so sharpen our understanding of renunciation and gurus in
South Asia.

While Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels raises provocative theoretical issues, it is also a moving human
document. Swamiji, with his droll characterizations, inventive mind, and generous spirit, is a memorable
character. The book contributes to a growing interdisciplinary literature on narrative. It will be particularly
valuable to students and scholars of anthropology, folklore, performance studies, religions, and South Asian
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Storytellers,
Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English
and Hindi Edition)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Louis Venable:

The book Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary
Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Storytellers,
Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English
and Hindi Edition) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a book
Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary
Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Matthew Lyons:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Storytellers, Saints, and
Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary Ethnography) (English and Hindi
Edition) to read.

Michelle Mills:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary
Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written



in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before.
The Storytellers, Saints, and Scoundrels: Folk Narrative in Hindu Religious Teaching (Contemporary
Ethnography) (English and Hindi Edition) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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