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This book explores the phenomenon of Saturnism, namely the belief that the planet Saturn, the seventh
known planet in ancient astrology, was appointed upon the Jews, who celebrated the Sabbath, the seventh
day of the Jewish week.
Moshe Idel details how the anonymous, late 14th century Sefer Ha-Peliyah was to have disturbing
consequences in the Jewish world three centuries later, interweaving luminaries with the cultural, historical,
religious, and philosophical concepts of their day, and demonstrating how cultural agents were inadvertently
instrumental in the mid-17th-century mass-movement Sabbateanism that led to the conviction that Sabbatai
Tzevi was the Messiah.
Exploring how the tragic misperception of the Jewish Sabbath by the non-Jewish world led to a linkage of
Jews with sorcery in 14th and 15th-century Europe, associating their holy day with the witches' 'Sabbat'
gathering, Idel brings this wide-ranging study into the present day with an analysis of 20th-century
scholarship and thought influenced by Saturnism, particularly lingering themes related to melancholy in the
works of Gershom Scholem and Walter Benjamin.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Saturn's Jews: On the
Witches' Sabbat and Sabbateanism (Robert and Arlene Kogod Library) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Saturn's Jews: On the Witches'
Sabbat and Sabbateanism (Robert and Arlene Kogod Library) become your starter.

Jose Jones:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Saturn's Jews: On the Witches' Sabbat and Sabbateanism (Robert and Arlene Kogod Library) provide you
with new experience in reading a book.

Hilary Rangel:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Saturn's Jews: On the Witches' Sabbat and
Sabbateanism (Robert and Arlene Kogod Library) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

David Moore:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Saturn's Jews: On the Witches' Sabbat and Sabbateanism (Robert and
Arlene Kogod Library) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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