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The author of the best-selling The Gates of the Alamo now gives us a galvanizing portrait of Abraham
Lincoln during a crucially revealing period of his life, the early Springfield years, when he risked both his
sanity and his ethical bearings as he searched for the great destiny he believed to be his.

It is Illinois in the 1830s and 1840s. Abraham Lincoln is a circuit-riding lawyer, a member of the state
legislature, a man of almost ungovernable ambition. To his friends he is also a beloved figure, by turns
charmingly awkward and mesmerizingly self-possessed—a man of whom they, too, expect big things.
Among his friends and political colleagues are Joshua Speed, William Herndon, Stephen Douglas, and many
others who have come to the exploding frontier town of Springfield to find their futures.     

It is through another friend, a fictional poet, Cage Weatherby, that we will come to know Lincoln in his
twenties and thirties, as a series of formative, surprising incidents unfolds—his service in the Black Hawk
War, his participation in a poetry-writing society, a challenge to a duel that begins as a farce but quickly rises
to lethal potential . . . Cage both admires and clashes with Lincoln, sometimes questioning his legal ethics
and his cautious stance on slavery. But he is by Lincoln’s side as Lincoln slips back and forth between high
spirits and soul-hollowing sadness and depression, and as he recovers from a disastrous courtship of one
woman to marry the beautiful, capricious, politically savvy Mary Todd. It is Mary who will bring stability to
Lincoln’s life, but who will also trigger a conflict that sends the two men on very different paths into the
future.

Historically accurate, rich in character, filled with the juice and dreams and raw ambitions of Americans on
the make in an early frontier city, A Friend of Mr. Lincoln is a revelatory and moving portrayal of Abraham
Lincoln in his young manhood. It is a close-up, involving experience, the sort of vibrant glimpse beneath the
veneer of history that only the very best fiction can provide.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Jude:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Friend of Mr. Lincoln: A novel. Try to stumble
through book A Friend of Mr. Lincoln: A novel as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jose Suh:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible A Friend of
Mr. Lincoln: A novel? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Mildred Vang:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
particular A Friend of Mr. Lincoln: A novel is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Glen Hall:

The book A Friend of Mr. Lincoln: A novel will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book A Friend of Mr. Lincoln: A novel is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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