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Most studies about the politics of economic reform focus on the struggles between the state and interest
groups or opposition political parties. In this book Javier Corrales argues instead that the key struggle is
between the executive and the ruling party. Deep economic transformations require cooperation from the
ruling party. This support allows the state to sustain societal support and simultaneously ward off the
potentially paralyzing influence of interest groups. Without such cooperation, the executive loses credibility
and the political fortitude necessary to neutralize the opposition from skeptical as well as cost-bearing sectors
of society. Presidents Without Parties puts this argument to the test by examining closely what happened in
Argentina and Venezuela during the 1990s.

Similarly situated when they embarked on economic reform in 1989, Argentina experienced success, with
the reformers reelected in 1995, whereas Venezuela saw its reformers’ efforts fail, leading to a prolonged
crisis. Corrales shows precisely how the executive’s relationship with the ruling party shaped the different
outcomes in the two countries. He then applies this argument to eight other cases of market reform in Latin
American countries in the 1990s.

This book resuscitates and refines the ancient but often forgotten argument that political parties are
indispensable for governability. In an era in which it is trendy to discount the usefulness of parties and to
celebrate extrapartisan institutions, Corrales offers a reconsideration of the costs of trying to govern in the
absence of competitive parties.
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From reader reviews:

Laura McLaughlin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of
Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s. All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Wanda Davis:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Presidents Without Parties: The
Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Scott Burnett:

The guide with title Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and
Venezuela in the 1990s includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Marla Fiske:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic
Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Presidents Without Parties: The Politics of Economic Reform in Argentina and Venezuela in the 1990s.
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