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As any American who has traveled abroad knows, the American home contains more, and more elaborate,
plumbing than any other in the world. Indeed, Americans are renowned for their obsession with cleanliness.
Although plumbing has occupied a central position in American life since the mid-nineteenth century, little
scholarly attention has been paid to its history. Now, in All the Modern Conveniences, Maureen Ogle
presents a fascinating study that explores the development of household plumbing in nineteenth-century
America.

Until 1840, indoor plumbing could be found only in mansions and first-class hotels. Then, in the decade
before midcentury, Americans representing a wider range of economic circumstances began to install
household plumbing with increasing eagerness. Ogle draws on a wide assortment of contemporary sources--
sanitation reports, builders' manuals, fixture catalogues, patent applications, and popular scientific tracts--to
show how the demand for plumbing was prompted more by an emerging middle-class culture of
convenience, reform, and domestic life than by fears about poor hygiene and inadequate sanitation. She also
examines advancements in water-supply and waste-management technology, the architectural considerations
these amenities entailed, and the scientific approach to sanitation that began to emerge by century's end.

"As part of this well-researched study, Maureen Ogle links cities, politicians, systems, sanitarians, and ideas
to produce a compelling account of household plumbing--a taken-for-granted set of devices that allowed
Americans to express their individualism and their commitment to 'science.'"--Mark H. Rose, Florida
Atlantic University
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This All the Modern Conveniences: American
Household Plumbing, 1840-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Patricia Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual All the Modern
Conveniences: American Household Plumbing, 1840-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jetta Butler:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this All the Modern
Conveniences: American Household Plumbing, 1840-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology).

Harold Hutchison:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure. People is
human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to
anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be
your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually All the Modern
Conveniences: American Household Plumbing, 1840-1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of



Technology).
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