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Does the seller of a house have to tell the buyer that the water is turned off twelve hours a day? Does the
buyer of a great quantity of tobacco have to inform the seller that the military blockade of the local port,
which had depressed tobacco sales and lowered prices, is about to end? Courts say yes in the first case, no in
the second. How can we understand the difference in judgments? And what does it say about whether the
psychiatrist should disclose to his patient's girlfriend that the patient wants to kill her?

Kim Lane Scheppele answers the question, Which secrets are legal secrets and what makes them so? She
challenges the economic theory of law, which argues that judges decide cases in ways that maximize
efficiency, and she shows that judges use equality as an important principle in their decisions. In the course
of thinking about secrets, Scheppele also explores broader questions about judicial reasoning—how judges
find meaning in legal texts and how they infuse every fact summary with the values of their legal culture.
Finally, the specific insights about secrecy are shown to be consistent with a general moral theory of law that
indicates what the content of law should be if the law is to be legitimate, a theory that sees legal justification
as the opportunity to attract consent.

This is more than a book about secrets. It is also a book about the limits of an economic view of law.
Ultimately, it is a work in constructive legal theory, one that draws on moral philosophy, sociology,
economics, and political theory to develop a new view of legal interpretation and legal morality.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Clark:

The book Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rhonda Rudder:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Legal Secrets:
Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Lawis the main one
of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Sean Owens:

The book untitled Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Jonathan Leake:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list
in your reading list is definitely Legal Secrets: Equality and Efficiency in the Common Law. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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