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Abe and his friend Sol are out for a walk together in a part of town they haven't been in before. Passing a
Christian church, they notice a curious sign in front that says "$1,000 to anyone who will convert." "I wonder
what that's about," says Abe. "I think I'll go in and have a look. I'll be back in a minute; just wait for me."

Sol sits on the sidewalk bench and waits patiently for nearly half an hour. Finally, Abe reappears.

"Well," asks Sol, "what are they up to? Who are they trying to convert? Why do they care? Did you get the
$1,000?"

Indignantly Abe replies, "Money. That's all you people care about."

Ted Cohen thinks that's not a bad joke. But he also doesn't think it's an easy joke. For a listener or reader to
laugh at Abe's conversion, a complicated set of conditions must be met. First, a listener has to recognize that
Abe and Sol are Jewish names. Second, that listener has to be familiar with the widespread idea that Jews are
more interested in money than anything else. And finally, the listener needs to know this information in
advance of the joke, and without anyone telling him or her. Jokes, in short, are complicated transactions in
which communities are forged, intimacy is offered, and otherwise offensive stereotypes and cliches lose their
sting—at least sometimes.

Jokes is a book of jokes and a book about them. Cohen loves a good laugh, but as a philosopher, he is also
interested in how jokes work, why they work, and when they don't. The delight at the end of a joke is the
result of a complex set of conditions and processes, and Cohen takes us through these conditions in a
philosophical exploration of humor. He considers questions of audience, selection of joke topics, the ethnic
character of jokes, and their morality, all with plenty of examples that will make you either chuckle or wince.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Jokes: Philosophical
Thoughts on Joking Matters is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Frances Hairston:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Steven Simon:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters can be your answer as it can be read by
a person who have those short extra time problems.

Stephen Redmond:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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