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RESPONDING TO a near-constant flow of requests, George and Martha Washington sat for about two
dozen portraits from 1789 to 1797, collected here in this elegantly illustrated volume. From miniatures
executed on ivory for family and friends to a historical portrait that depicts Washington during the
Revolution, the../images vary widely in treatment and setting. What they all reflect, Ellen Miles suggests, is
the great need the new republic had for portraits of its first chief executive, often to stand in for Washington
himself. In the portraits, Martha Washington is usually dressed plainly, her round face composed in a benign
but cheerful expression. Portraits of George Washington often show him in military uniform, the pin of the
Society of the Cincinnati on his lapel; others have him in black velvet, wearing a simple ruffled white shirt,
his hair tied back in a queue. Most observers agreed that Martha was short and pleasant-looking, and that
George was nearly six feet tall, had a long nose, large and penetrating light eyes, and a noble forehead. The
state of his teeth affects his appearance in some portraits.

Washington responded to having his likeness taken with a characteristic mixture of pride in his position and
mild irritation. Once, a painter in Boston hid behind a church pulpit to sketch him. Washington's mild
chafing at requests for him to sit illustrates the conflict he felt between his obligation to the nation and his
desire to return to private life. As Edmund Morgan writes in his preface, Washington "succeeded in clothing
the new government with his own honor and left the presidency with a heritage of independence and respect
which, despite the antics of so many of his successors, has never quite left it." George and Martha
Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years offers, quite literally, a unique portrait of the original First
Couple.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that George and Martha Washington: Portraits from
the Presidential Years to read.

Harold Cole:

The feeling that you get from George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years is a
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the
Presidential Years giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of George and Martha
Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years instantly.

Michael Parker:

Often the book George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Billy Golden:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential
Years or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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