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The Coquette tells the much-publicized story of the seduction and death of Elizabeth Whitman, a poet from
Hartford, Connecticut.
Written as a series of letters--between the heroine and her friends and lovers--it describes her long, tortuous
courtship by two men, neither of whom perfectly suits her. Eliza Wharton (as Whitman is called in the novel)
wavers between Major Sanford, a charming but insincere man, and the Reverend Boyer, a bore who wants to
marry her. When, in her mid-30s, Wharton finds herself suddenly abandoned when both men marry other
women, she willfully enters into an adulterous relationship with Sanford and becomes pregnant. Alone and
dejected, she dies in childbirth at a roadside inn. Eliza Wharton, whose real-life counterpart was distantly
related to Hannah Foster's husband, was one of the first women in American fiction to emerge as a real
person facing a dilemma in her life. In her Introduction, Davidson discusses the parallels between Elizabeth
Whitman and the fictional Eliza Wharton. She shows the limitations placed on women in the 18th century
and the attempts of one woman to rebel against those limitations.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Brehm:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Deidra Hird:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be examine. The
Coquette (Early American Women Writers) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.

Marcia Marshall:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Coquette (Early American
Women Writers) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Linkous:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Coquette (Early American Women
Writers) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that
the e-book The Coquette (Early American Women Writers) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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