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This magnificent book tells the story of the evolution of swords, how they were made, how they were used,
and the people that used them. It doesn't claim to give comprehensive coverage but instead takes certain
surviving examples as landmarks on a fascinating journey through the history of swords. Each is selected
because it can be linked to a specific individual, thus telling their story too and giving a human interest. So
the journey starts with the sword of Tutankhamun and ends with the swords of J E B Stuart and George
Custer. Along the way we take in Henry V, Cromwell and Uesugi Kenshin, and there is the most detailed
discussion you'll find anywhere of all of George Washington's swords. The chapters on these specific swords
and swordsmen are alternated with more general chapters on the changing technical developments and
fashions in swords and their use.

The reader's guide on this historical tour is Mike Loades. Mike has been handling swords most of his life, as
a fight arranger, stuntman and historical weapons expert for TV and stage. He considers the sword as a
functional weapon, work of art, fashion statement and cultural icon. As much as his profound knowledge of
the subject, it is his lifelong passion for swords that comes through on every page. His fascinating text is
supported by a lavish wealth of images, many previously unpublished and taken specifically for this book.

REVIEWS

“…truly a high quality product, beautifully produced and with lavish illustration throughout…a great read
and highly recommended.”
Military Illustrated, January 2011

“…the reader is quickly drawn into a journey into man’s past that is both illuminating and entertaining. If
more scholarly works were as well researched and as scintillating, the hallowed halls of academia would be
that much more attractive!”
Armchair General.com, 01/2011

“For anyone interested in Military History, this is a fascinating book….Well illustrated and written, this is a
social and martial history all in one.”
Ancient Egypt Magazine, February/March 2011

For modern fencers, Swords and Swordsmen vividly brings to life the weapons from which our sport derives
as Mike Loades shares his passion and fascination for the sword and takes the reader on a journey through
history. Meticulously researched and beautifully illustrated by over 200 photographs and 100 line
drawings…”
The Sword ,January 2011

“… handsome, 494 page volume (including glossary, bibliography and index) investigates both the technical
aspects as well as the societal impetus behind sword evolution in a way that is both academic as well as
highly fascinating…. presents swords as seen through the eyes of prominent historical figures who used them
and of particular interest is the highly detailed focus on actual pedigree pieces. Generously illustrated with



period images, fine line drawings and photographs of original antique swords from museums and private
collections. Whether a new enthusiast just starting out, a practitioner of the sword arts or an advanced
aficionado or collector, there is something in “Swords And Swordsmen” for everyone …”
Swordforum.com, May 3, 2011

From its earliest pages to its epilogue (which treats the sword in its modern incarnation from a 19th century
dueling implement to the modern sport of fencing), Swords And Swordsmen makes it clear that no study of
the design, function and symbolism of the sword can be entirely complete without an understanding of the
code of chivalry, and vice-versa.
Chivalry Today
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From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Swords and Swordsmen. Try to make the book Swords and Swordsmen as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Gerald Toups:

The book Swords and Swordsmen make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Swords and Swordsmen to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book Swords and
Swordsmen. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Tanya McNeil:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Swords and Swordsmen it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

James Hanson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Swords and Swordsmen e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt Swords and Swordsmen as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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