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Emphasizing how modes of book production, promotion, and consumption shape ideas of literary value,
Edward Mack examines the role of Japan’s publishing industry in defining modern Japanese literature. In the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth, as cultural and economic power consolidated in Tokyo, the city’s
literary and publishing elites came to dominate the dissemination and preservation of Japanese literature. As
Mack explains, they conferred cultural value on particular works by creating prizes and multivolume
anthologies that signaled literary merit. One such anthology, the Complete Works of Contemporary Japanese
Literature (published between 1926 and 1931), provided many readers with their first experience of selected
texts designated as modern Japanese literature. The low price of one yen per volume allowed the series to
reach hundreds of thousands of readers. An early prize for modern Japanese literature, the annual Akutagawa
Prize, first awarded in 1935, became the country’s highest-profile literary award. Mack chronicles the history
of book production and consumption in Japan, showing how advances in technology, the expansion of a
market for literary commodities, and the development of an extensive reading community enabled
phenomena such as the Complete Works of Contemporary Japanese Literature and the Akutagawa Prize to
manufacture the very concept of modern Japanese literature.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

The book Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary
Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Debra Durso:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Manufacturing Modern Japanese
Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of
Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) become your own starter.

Martina Lassiter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary
Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Kelly Mays:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Manufacturing Modern Japanese
Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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