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“Let barbarous Memphis speak no more of the wonder of its pyramids, nor Assyrian toil boast of Babylon;
nor let the soft Ionians be extolled for Trivia’s temple; let the altar of many horns say nothing of Delos; nor
let the Carians exalt to the skies with extravagant praises the Mausoleum poised on empty air. All labors
yield to Caesar’s Amphitheatre. Fame shall tell of one work instead of all.” - Martial

When the Colosseum was built in the late 1st century A.D., the Romans, a people known for their
architectural acumen, managed to amaze themselves. Martial, a Roman poet writing during the inauguration
of the Colosseum, clearly believed the Colosseum was so grand a monument that it was even greater than the
other Wonders of the Ancient World, which had been written about and visited endlessly by the Romans and
Greeks in antiquity. Indeed, although the Wonders were wondrous to behold, the Colosseum was a
spectacular achievement in architecture, something new and innovative, and therefore an amazing “Wonder”
in its own way.

The Colosseum was designed to be both a symbol and show of strength by the famous Flavian emperors,
most notably Vespasian and his sons Titus and Domitian. Vespasian had started the construction of the
Colosseum shortly after becoming emperor in 69 A.D., but he died before he could present any spectacles in
his giant amphitheatre. That honor went to his son Titus, who celebrated the inaugural opening in 80 A.D.
with 100 days of games, despite the fact that the Colosseum was not completely finished. When his brother
Domitian came to power in 81 A.D., he finished the amphitheatre, but not without making some changes to
the overall design. By the time it was truly finished, the Colosseum stood about 150 feet tall, with the oval in
the center stretching nearly two football fields long and over 500 feet across. The Colosseum is a large
stadium even by today’s standards, and its great size conveys the power of the empire as it dominates the
landscape and towers over nearby buildings.

Nearly 2,000 years later, the Colosseum still amazes millions of people who come to visit it, and when asked
to visualize a monument that represents the Roman Empire, many conjure up an image of the large
amphitheater. As Keith Hopkins and Mary Beard put it, the Colosseum is “the most famous, and instantly
recognizable, monument to have survived from the classical world.” At the same time, the Colosseum also
represents the Roman games and spectacles, particularly the gladiatorial combats that so many people today
find both abhorrent yet fascinating. Given its massive size and the architectural ingenuity involved, the
Colosseum played host to all sorts of games, including massive hunts of exotic animals and even sea battles.

The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World’s Most Famous Arena comprehensively covers the history
and construction of Rome’s largest amphitheater. Along with a bibliography and pictures, you will learn
about the Colosseum like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Woodrow Harker:

With other case, little people like to read book The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World's Most
Famous Arena. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important a book The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World's Most Famous Arena. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Marlene Childs:

The actual book The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World's Most Famous Arena will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Roman Colosseum: The
History of the World's Most Famous Arena is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Lafountain:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World's Most Famous Arena your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Roman Colosseum: The History of the
World's Most Famous Arena giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Nicole Dilbeck:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Roman Colosseum: The History of the World's Most Famous Arena we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book The Roman
Colosseum: The History of the World's Most Famous Arena. You can more attractive than now.
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