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From a master chronicler of Spanish history comes a magnificent work about the pivotal years from 1522 to
1566, when Spain was the greatest European power. Hugh Thomas has written a rich and riveting narrative
of exploration, progress, and plunder. At its center is the unforgettable ruler who fought the French and
expanded the Spanish empire, and the bold conquistadors who were his agents. Thomas brings to life King
Charles V—first as a gangly and easygoing youth, then as a liberal statesman who exceeded all his
predecessors in his ambitions for conquest (while making sure to maintain the humanity of his new subjects
in the Americas), and finally as a besieged Catholic leader obsessed with Protestant heresy and interested
only in profiting from those he presided over.

The Golden Empire also presents the legendary men whom King Charles V sent on perilous and
unprecedented expeditions: Hernán Cortés, who ruled the “New Spain” of Mexico as an absolute
monarch—and whose rebuilding of its capital, Tenochtitlan, was Spain’s greatest achievement in the
sixteenth century; Francisco Pizarro, who set out with fewer than two hundred men for Peru, infamously
executed the last independent Inca ruler, Atahualpa, and was finally murdered amid intrigue; and Hernando
de Soto, whose glittering journey to settle land between Rio de la Palmas in Mexico and the southernmost
keys of Florida ended in disappointment and death. Hugh Thomas reveals as never before their torturous
journeys through jungles, their brutal sea voyages amid appalling storms and pirate attacks, and how a cash-
hungry Charles backed them with loans—and bribes—obtained from his German banking friends.

A sweeping, compulsively readable saga of kings and conquests, armies and armadas, dominance and power,
The Golden Empire is a crowning achievement of the Spanish world’s foremost historian.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Huff:

This The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and
the Creation of America can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Doris Snell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of
America was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Ruth Zimmer:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V,
and the Creation of America to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of
America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must



you're doing of the time.
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