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Women Officeholders in Early Christianity is a scholarly investigation of the evidence for women holding
offices of authority in the first several centuries of Christianity. Ute Eisen focuses on inscriptions and
documentary papyri (private letters, official documents, contracts, and other such pieces) that have scarcely
been considered before.

Eisen presents the first extensive documentation of selected Greek and Latin inscriptions, plus a few
documentary papyri, that witness to the existence of Christian women officeholders. The intent is to show
the multiplicity of titles borne by women and to illustrate the narrowness of previous research on this topic.
A single chapter is devoted to each of the titles of office or functional designations found in the sources. The
epigraphical, papyrological, and literary witnesses are accordingly grouped by function. Topics are
Apostles," "Prophets," "Teachers of Theology," "Presbyters," "Enrolled Widows," "Deacons," "Bishops,"
and "Stewards."

Central to Women Officeholders in Early Christianity are the epigraphical witnesses. To this point they have
been only marginally incorporated into research on women officeholders in the Church. In order to ensure
correct interpretation, the majority of the inscriptions discussed have extensive documentation. They are
organized geographically and chronologically. Besides the documentation they are commented on in the
context of the existing literary sources. The book concludes with a chapter entitled "Source-Oriented
Perspectives for a History of Christian Women Officeholders." The book also includes a bibliography of
reference works, primary sources, and secondary sources.

Ute E. Eisen is a Wissenschaftliche Assistentin at the Institute of New Testament Studies and Ancient
Judaism at the University of Kiel, Germany. She has a doctorate in theology from the University of
Hamburg. Her special areas of study include narrative analysis of Luke-Acts, methodology in New
Testament studies, history of early Christianity, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Link:

Here thing why this Women Officeholders in Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies
(Theology) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Women Officeholders in
Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Women Officeholders in
Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Women Officeholders in Early
Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) in e-book can be your choice.

Sylvia Dozier:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a publication. The
book Women Officeholders in Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Chris Moore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Women Officeholders in
Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Women Officeholders in
Early Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) become your own starter.

Bobbie Freeman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.



Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Women Officeholders in Early
Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) or perhaps others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve
was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Women Officeholders in Early
Christianity: Epigraphical and Literary Studies (Theology) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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