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This book offers a new model for measuring the success and impact of counterterrorism strategies, using four
comparative historical case studies.

The effectiveness of counterterrorism measures is hard to assess, especially since the social impact of
terrorist attacks is a fundamental and complex issue. This book focuses on the impact of counterterrorist
measures by introducing the concept of the performative power of counterterrorism: the extent to which
governments mobilize public and political support - thereby sometimes even unwittingly assisting terrorists
in creating social drama. The concept is applied to counterterrorism in the Netherlands, Italy, the Federal
Republic of Germany and the United States in the 1970s.

Based on in-depth case study research using new primary sources and interviews with counterterrorist
officials and radicals, a correlation is established between a low level of performative power and a decline of
terrorist incidents. This is explored in terms of the link between social drama (as enhanced by
counterterrorist measures) and ongoing radicalization processes. This book demonstrates that an increase in
visible and intrusive counterterrorist measures does not automatically lead to a more effective form of
counterterrorism. In the open democracies of the west, not transforming counterterrorism into a performance
of power and repression is at least as important as counterterrorism measures themselves.

This book will be of much interest to students of terrorism and counter-terrorism, discourse analysis, media
and communication studies, conflict studies and IR/Security Studies in general.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

The book Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative Study (Contemporary Terrorism
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
very important thing like a book Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative Study
(Contemporary Terrorism Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative Study (Contemporary Terrorism Studies) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Allison Carson:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative
Study (Contemporary Terrorism Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Peggy Ross:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance:
A Comparative Study (Contemporary Terrorism Studies) book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Maurice Henkel:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative Study (Contemporary Terrorism Studies)
we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to
read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this time book Evaluating Counterterrorism Performance: A Comparative Study (Contemporary



Terrorism Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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