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From the earliest days of the twentieth century, China was plunged into chaos and civil war. In the 1920s and
1930s, the nightmare quickened with the invasion by the Japanese and the onslaught of war. There to
experience the darkness and the terror was a small corps of inspired, eccentric American writers and
reporters. They were the emissaries of their day to the Middle Kingdom, bringing news of the East to the
West in the tradition established by other great chroniclers like Marco Polo and Rudyard Kipling. Peter Rand
skillfully interweaves a highly charged narrative of revolution, horror, and political mayhem with the
dramatic personal adventures of these American originals who set out to find fame and fortune in a far-off
land and ended up as part of the story they came to tell.
They form a fascinating cast of characters: the brilliant, doomed “angel of mercy,” Rayna Prohme; Harold
Isaacs, the hot-headed radical from Manhattan’s Upper West Side who launched a tabloid in Shanghai;
charming Edgar Snow, favored by fortune, who made his way to the remote rebel stronghold of Mao Zedong
and returned to write an American classic; his strong-willed wife, Helen; the irrepressible Theodore H.
White, Time-Life’s wizard in wartime China; and Barbara Stephens, an adventurous, golden-haired beauty
who set out by herself to investigate Chinese atrocities in central Asia and never returned. This epic saga
teems with famous figures from history: Chiang Kai-shek, Borodin, Madame Sun Yat-sen, and “Vinegar
Joe” Stilwell, among others. Rand, whose father was a China hand, summons forth this lost world with a
personal touch of his own.
China Hands is the thrilling, deeply moving story of an epoch and of the colorful Americans who lived it and
wrote it. Equal parts history, biography, drama, China Hands is above all a compelling contribution to the
literature on twentieth-century China, beautifully written by a master storyteller.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Williams:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book CHINA HANDS. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book CHINA HANDS. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cindy Martin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take CHINA HANDS as your daily resource
information.

Royce Axtell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
CHINA HANDS will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Elliott Townsend:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication CHINA HANDS was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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