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SWEET DARUMA
a Japan satire

Magda is thrilled to leave her globalization-protesting boyfriend in Toronto and head to Tokyo to teach
English conversation...or so she thinks. Upon her arrival she is whisked off to save the life of a suicidal
salaryman with the help of a strategic idiom. Magda has unwittingly joined the Anne of Grey Tokyo
Emergency English Response Team, and she better brush up her vocabulary in a hurry, because the English
emergencies keep coming. Suddenly caught up in the politics of English and pop culture in Japan, Magda
soon realizes to expect the unexpected. She's now the student--and Japan definitely has a lot to teach.

"From Orgasm Kabuki to troll girls in the pee trade, stackable Daruma apartments to a mute monkey named
Kagemusha, Janice Valerie Young has written an irreverent send-up of the warped world of English
conversation schools (and the zany international staff that fuel them) that is as imaginative and over-the-top
as Tokyo itself. Strike up the chindonya, this girl can write!"
--Leza Lowitz, author of Green Tea to Go

"Janice Valerie Young's absurdist satire of the turn-of-the-millennium Japanese pop culture and post-bubble
society trots out an outrageous cast of characters, from Yakuza wannabes to Yamamba urine sellers and a
particularly disgusting pet monkey...a mélange not seen since Thomas Pynchon's 'whole sick crew'."
--Hillel Wright, author of Rotary Sushi

******

Review of Bankrupt, from Faces in the Crowds: a Tokyo International Anthology: "Bankrupt, a short story
by Janice Valerie Young that contains no references to Japan or "Japan" is a screamed, jazzy, nerve-jangling
two-page riff on a broken marriage triggered when the husband complains that a hair of his wife, who feels
herself to be the wronged party, has fallen into his spaghetti."
--Mark Austin, The Daily Yomiuri

Cover illustration by Wayne Wilson
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Sweet Daruma: a Japan satire. Try to make the book Sweet Daruma: a
Japan satire as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Tammy Campbell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Sweet
Daruma: a Japan satire? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have different opinion?

Jesse Mansell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Sweet Daruma: a Japan satire is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Diana Slama:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Sweet Daruma: a Japan satire.
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