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Overthrowing the conventional image of Stalin as an uneducated political administrator inexplicably
transformed into a pathological killer, Robert Service reveals a more complex and fascinating story behind
this notorious twentieth-century figure. Drawing on unexplored archives and personal testimonies gathered
from across Russia and Georgia, this is the first full-scale biography of the Soviet dictator in twenty years.

Service describes in unprecedented detail the first half of Stalin's life--his childhood in Georgia as the son of
a violent, drunkard father and a devoted mother; his education and religious training; and his political
activity as a young revolutionary. No mere messenger for Lenin, Stalin was a prominent activist long before
the Russian Revolution. Equally compelling is the depiction of Stalin as Soviet leader. Service recasts the
image of Stalin as unimpeded despot; his control was not limitless. And his conviction that enemies
surrounded him was not entirely unfounded.

Stalin was not just a vengeful dictator but also a man fascinated by ideas and a voracious reader of Marxist
doctrine and Russian and Georgian literature as well as an internationalist committed to seeing Russia
assume a powerful role on the world stage. In examining the multidimensional legacy of Stalin, Service
helps explain why later would-be reformers--such as Khrushchev and Gorbachev--found the Stalinist legacy
surprisingly hard to dislodge.

Rather than diminishing the horrors of Stalinism, this is an account all the more disturbing for presenting a
believable human portrait. Service's lifetime engagement with Soviet Russia has resulted in the most
comprehensive and compelling portrayal of Stalin to date.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

With other case, little folks like to read book Stalin: A Biography. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Stalin: A Biography. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Donald Link:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Stalin: A Biography as the daily resource
information.

Clyde Okane:

The particular book Stalin: A Biography has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Edward Reed:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Stalin: A Biography guide written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Stalin: A Biography as good book but not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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