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Prolonged solitary confinement has become a widespread and standard practice in U.S. prisons—even
though it consistently drives healthy prisoners insane, makes the mentally ill sicker, and, according to the
testimony of prisoners, threatens to reduce life to a living death. In this profoundly important and original
book, Lisa Guenther examines the death-in-life experience of solitary confinement in America from the early
nineteenth century to today’s supermax prisons. Documenting how solitary confinement undermines
prisoners’ sense of identity and their ability to understand the world, Guenther demonstrates the real effects
of forcibly isolating a person for weeks, months, or years.

Drawing on the testimony of prisoners and the work of philosophers and social activists from Edmund
Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty to Frantz Fanon and Angela Davis, the author defines solitary
confinement as a kind of social death. It argues that isolation exposes the relational structure of being by
showing what happens when that structure is abused—when prisoners are deprived of the concrete relations
with others on which our existence as sense-making creatures depends. Solitary confinement is beyond a
form of racial or political violence; it is an assault on being.

A searing and unforgettable indictment, Solitary Confinement reveals what the devastation wrought by the
torture of solitary confinement tells us about what it means to be human—and why humanity is so often
destroyed when we separate prisoners from all other people.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

The feeling that you get from Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives could be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Solitary Confinement: Social Death
and Its Afterlives instantly.

Rebecca Lopez:

This Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Barbara Corbin:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives.

Joshua Stickley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its



Afterlives can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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