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Scholars of Gregory of Nyssa have long acknowledged the centrality of faith in his theory of divine union.
To date, however, there has been no sustained examination of this key topic. The present study fills this gap
and elucidates important auxiliary themes that accrue to Gregory's notion of faith as a faculty of apophatic
union with God. The result adjusts how we understand the Cappadocian's apophaticism in general and his
so-called mysticism of darkness in particular.
After a general discussion of the increasing value of faith in late Neoplatonism and an overview of important
work done on Gregorian faith, this study moves on to sketch a portrait of the mind and its dynamic, varying
cognitive states and how these respond to the divine pedagogy of scripture, baptism, and the presence of
God. With this portrait of the mind as a backdrop we see how Gregory values faith for its ability to unite
with God, who remains beyond the comprehending grasp of mind. A close examination of the relationship
between faith and mind shows Gregory bestowing on faith qualities which Plotinus would have granted only
to the "crest of the wave of intellect."
While Gregorian faith serves as the faculty of apophatic union with God, faith yet gives something to mind.
This dimension of Gregory's apophaticism has gone largely unnoticed by scholars. At the apex of an
apophatic ascent faith unites with God the Word; by virtue of this union the believer takes on the qualities of
the Word, who speaks (logophasis) in the deeds and discourse of the believer. Finally this study redresses
how Gregory has been identified with a "mysticism of darkness" and argues that he proposes no less a
"mysticism of light."
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and
Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies).

Patricia Nebeker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Gregory of Nyssa and
the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Marquita Oswald:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early
Christian Studies).

Luis Herrick:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The
Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info



for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?
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