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James Madison was the finest democratic theorist that the United States has ever produced. His was the
pivotal philosophical role in framing the Constitution and establishing the principles on which a wholly new
form of government was to be based. Yet this widely informed and profoundly original thinker has been
considered by most scholars to be an intellectual pragmatist who reacted variably and inconsistently to the
changing circumstances of the Revolution and the Confederation. Lance Banning's powerful and persuasive
reexamination of Madison's thought at the critical early and central stages of his career now changes that
presumption, and provides a new base from which thinking about Madison and the Founding must start. The
Sacred Fire of Liberty follows Madison from his appearance on the national stage (in Congress in 1780)
through the end of 1792. By the end of this period, he had achieved his mature understanding of the
Constitution, and his collision with many of the other Federalists of 1788 had made him a leader of the
opposition to the administration of George Washington. Banning convinces the reader, through his
meticulous research and deeply contextualized presentation of the shifting issues of the period, that Madison
indeed held to consistent principles: he was at once a more committed democrat and a less eager nationalist
than usually has been thought. The thinking that had underpinned his actions at the great convention, his
numbers of The Federalist, and the supposed reversal of positions represented by his joining with Thomas
Jefferson to form the first Republican party had firmed by 1792 into the understandings that would guide the
rest of his career.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bourg:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James
Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Joseph Myrick:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and
the Founding of the Federal Republic as the daily resource information.

Christopher Parker:

This book untitled The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Kimberly Martin:

The reserve untitled The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic is
the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and
the Founding of the Federal Republic from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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