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In the early part of the fourth century, a few Christians, mostly men and some women, began to withdraw
from "the world" to retreat into the desert, there to practice their new religion more seriously. The person
who aspired to "renounce the world" first had to find an "elder," a person who would accept him as a disciple
and apprentice. To his elder (whom he would address as abba—father) the neophyte owed complete
obedience; from his abba, he would receive provisions (as it were) for the road to virtue. In addition to the
abba's own example of living, there was the verbal teaching of the elders in sayings and tales, setting out the
theory and practice of the eremitic life.

In due course, these sayings (or apophthegmata) were written down and, later, collected and codified. The
earliest attempts to codify tales and sayings are now lost. As the collection grew, they were first organized
alphabetically, according to the name of the abba who spoke them, in a major collection known as the
Apophthegmata Patrum Alphabetica. A supplementary collection, the Anonymous Apophthegmata,
followed. Later, both collections were combined and arranged systematically rather than alphabetically. This
collection was created sometime between 500 and 575 and later went through a couple of major revisions,
the second of which appeared sometime before 970.

This second revision was published in an excellent new critical edition, with a French translation, in 1993.
Now, in The Book of the Elders, John Wortley offers an English translation of this collection, based entirely
on the Greek of that text.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

This book untitled The Book of the Elders: Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Systematic Collection
(Cistercian Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Nancy Wiersma:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Book of the Elders:
Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Systematic Collection (Cistercian Studies), it is possible to enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lori Morgan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Book of the Elders: Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Systematic Collection
(Cistercian Studies) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Phillip Chadwick:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Book of the Elders: Sayings of the
Desert Fathers: The Systematic Collection (Cistercian Studies) or others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Book of the Elders: Sayings of the



Desert Fathers: The Systematic Collection (Cistercian Studies) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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