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The Progressive Era has been depicted as a seismic event in American history--a landslide of reform that
curbed capitalist excesses and reduced the gulf between rich and poor. Progressive Inequality cuts against
the grain of this popular consensus, demonstrating how income inequality's growth prior to the stock market
crash of 1929 continued to aggravate class divisions. As David Huyssen makes clear, Progressive attempts to
alleviate economic injustice often had the effect of entrenching class animosity, making it more, not less,
acute.

Huyssen interweaves dramatic stories of wealthy and poor New Yorkers at the turn of the twentieth century,
uncovering how initiatives in charity, labor struggles, and housing reform chafed against social, economic,
and cultural differences. These cross-class actions took three main forms: prescription, in which the rich
attempted to dictate the behavior of the poor; cooperation, in which mutual interest engendered good-faith
collaboration; and conflict, in which sharply diverging interests produced escalating class violence. In cases
where reform backfired, it reinforced a set of class biases that remain prevalent in America today, especially
the notion that wealth derives from individual merit and poverty from lack of initiative.

A major contribution to the history of American capitalism, Progressive Inequality makes tangible the
abstract dynamics of class relations by recovering the lived encounters between rich and poor--as allies,
adversaries, or subjects to inculcate--and opens a rare window onto economic and social debates in our own
time.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Roemer:

The event that you get from Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 instantly.

Dennis Mock:

Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Progressive Inequality: Rich
and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Thomas Busch:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Carlos Thornton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Progressive Inequality: Rich and Poor in New York, 1890-1920 when you essential it?
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