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Political parties are the defining institutions of representative democracy and the darlings of political science.
Their governing and electoral functions are among the chief concerns of the field. Yet most political
theorists--including democratic theorists--ignore or disparage parties as grubby arenas of ambition, obstacles
to meaningful political participation and deliberation. On the Side of the Angels is a vigorous defense of the
virtues of parties and partisanship, and their worth as a subject for political theory.

Nancy Rosenblum's account moves between political theory and political science, and she uses resources
from both fields to outline an appreciation of parties and the moral distinctiveness of partisanship. She draws
from the history of political thought and identifies the main lines of opposition to parties, as well as the rare
but significant moments of appreciation. Rosenblum then sets forth her own theoretical appreciation of
parties and partisanship. She discusses the achievement of parties in regulating rivalries, channeling political
energies, and creating the lines of division that make pluralist politics meaningful. She defends "partisan" as
a political identity over the much-vaunted status of "independent," and she considers where contemporary
democracies should draw the line in banning parties.

On the Side of the Angels offers an ethics of partisanship that speaks to questions of centrism, extremism,
and polarization in American party politics. By rescuing parties from their status as orphans of political
philosophy, Rosenblum fills a significant void in political and democratic theory.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties
and Partisanship. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Laura McLaughlin:

The publication with title On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship includes a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Eva Sexton:

On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing On the Side of
the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Jennifer Bell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this On the Side of the Angels: An Appreciation of Parties and Partisanship can make you
experience more interested to read.
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