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Through films that alternate between containment, order, and symmetry on the one hand, and obsession,
explosiveness, and a lack of control on the other, Chantal Akerman has gained a reputation as one of the
most significant filmmakers working today. Her 1975 film Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du Commerce, 1080
Bruxelles is widely regarded as the most important feminist film of that decade. In Nothing Happens, Ivone
Margulies presents the first comprehensive study of this influential avant-garde Belgian filmmaker.
Margulies grounds her critical analysis in detailed discussions of Akerman’s work—from Saute ma ville, a
13-minute black-and-white film made in 1968, through Jeanne Dielman and Je tu il elle to the present.
Focusing on the real-time representation of a woman’s everyday experience in Jeanne Dielman, Margulies
brings the history of social and progressive realism and the filmmaker’s work into perspective. Pursuing two
different but related lines of inquiry, she investigates an interest in the everyday that stretches from postwar
neorealist cinema to the feminist rewriting of women’s history in the seventies. She then shows how
Akerman’s “corporeal cinema” is informed by both American experiments with performance and duration
and the layerings present in works by European modernists Bresson, Rohmer, and Dreyer. This analysis
revises the tired opposition between realism and modernism in the cinema, defines Akerman’s minimal-
hyperrealist aesthetics in contrast to Godard’s anti-illusionism, and reveals the inadequacies of popular
characterizations of Akerman’s films as either simply modernist or feminist.
An essential book for students of Chantal Akerman’s work, Nothing Happens will also interest international
film critics and scholars, filmmakers, art historians, and all readers concerned with feminist film theory.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Soto:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday. Try to make book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Joshua Molina:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Nothing Happens: Chantal
Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sandra Lester:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Robert Ford:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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