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Prior to the civil rights movement, comedians performed for audiences that were clearly delineated by race.
Black comedians performed for black audiences and white comedians performed for whites. Yet during the
past forty-five years, black comics have become progressively more central to mainstream culture.

In  Laughing Mad , Bambi Haggins looks at how this transition occurred in a variety of media and shows
how this integration has paved the way for black comedians and their audiences to affect each other.
Historically, African American performers have been able to use comedy as a pedagogic tool, interjecting
astute observations about race relations while the audience is laughing. And yet, Haggins makes the
convincing argument that the potential of African American comedy remains fundamentally unfulfilled as
the performance of blackness continues to be made culturally digestible for mass consumption.

Rather than presenting biographies of individual performers, Haggins focuses on the ways in which the
comic persona is constructed and changes across media, from stand-up, to the small screen, to film. She
examines the comic televisual and cinematic personae of Dick Gregory, Bill Cosby, Flip Wilson, and
Richard Pryor and considers how these figures set the stage for black comedy in the next four decades. She
reads Eddie Murphy and Chris Rock as emblematic of the first and second waves of post-civil rights era
African American comedy, and she looks at the socio-cultural politics of Whoopi Goldberg's comic persona
through the lens of gender and crossover.  Laughing Mad  also explores how the comedy of Dave Chappelle
speaks to and for the post-soul generation.

A rigorous analytic analysis, this book interrogates notions of identity, within both the African American
community and mainstream popular culture. Written in engaging and accessible prose, it is also a book that
will travel from the seminar room, to the barbershop, to the kitchen table, allowing readers to experience the
sketches, stand-up, and film comedies with all the laughter they deserve.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Griffin:

Here thing why this Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Laughing Mad:
The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America in e-book can be your choice.

Rhonda Kirby:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America.

Jesus Gates:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul
America why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Juana Kitchen:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is usually Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul
America. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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