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This beautiful catalogue provides a comprehensive history of pietre dure, a virtuoso form of hardstone

carving that reached an artistic peak in Italy in the 16th century and subsequently spread throughout Europe.

 

The demanding practice of pietre dure, first used in ancient times, enjoyed a spectacular revival in the

Renaissance and Baroque periods. By artistic cutting, semiprecious stones—agate, lapis lazuli, chalcedony,

and other colorful hardstones—were fashioned into extravagantly designed luxury objects such as table tops,

wall panels, cabinets, and ornate display vessels. Both as objects of desire and as diplomatic gifts, these

precious creations captivated the affluent societies of Europe. Art of the Royal Court presents 150

masterpieces of pietre dure, many of which are further embellished with gold and silver mounts or decorated

with exotic woods and other coveted materials. 
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Ruiz:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Art of the
Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art)? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joan McCorkle:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in
Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harrison Colon:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure
from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) or others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from
the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Robert Howard:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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