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By the time William Penn was planning the colony that would come to be called Pennsylvania, with
Philadelphia at its heart, Europeans on both sides of the ocean had long experience with the hazards of city
life, disease the most terrifying among them. Drawing from those experiences, colonists hoped to create new
urban forms that combined the commercial advantages of a seaport with the health benefits of the country.
The Contagious City details how early Americans struggled to preserve their collective health against both
the strange new perils of the colonial environment and the familiar dangers of the traditional city, through a
period of profound transformation in both politics and medicine.

Philadelphia was the paramount example of this reforming tendency. Tracing the city's history from its
founding on the banks of the Delaware River in 1682 to the yellow fever outbreak of 1793, Simon Finger
emphasizes the importance of public health and population control in decisions made by the city's planners
and leaders. He also shows that key figures in the city’s history, including Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin
Rush, brought their keen interest in science and medicine into the political sphere. Throughout his account,
Finger makes clear that medicine and politics were inextricably linked, and that both undergirded the debates
over such crucial concerns as the city’s location, its urban plan, its immigration policy, and its creation of
institutions of public safety. In framing the history of Philadelphia through the imperatives of public health,
The Contagious City offers a bold new vision of the urban history of colonial America.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health
in Early Philadelphia was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health in
Early Philadelphia is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health in Early Philadelphia. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Penrose:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Contagious City: The Politics
of Public Health in Early Philadelphia that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Contagious City: The Politics of
Public Health in Early Philadelphia become your starter.

Vicky Moore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health in
Early Philadelphia or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health in Early Philadelphia to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Marilyn Oxford:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make summary
for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their passion.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Contagious City: The Politics of Public Health in Early Philadelphia can
make you feel more interested to read.
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