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Born in Belfast during World War II, raised in a working-class Protestant family, and educated on
scholarship at Queen's University, writer Stewart Parker's story is in many ways the story of his generation.
Other aspects of his personal history, though, such as the amputation of his left leg at age 19, helped to create
an extraordinarily perceptive observer and commentator. Steeped in American popular culture as a child and
young adult, he spent five years teaching in the United States before returning to Belfast in August 1969, the
same week British troops responded to sectarian disturbances there. Parker had developed a sense of writing
as a form of political action in the highly charged atmosphere of the US in the late 1960s, which he applied
in many and varied capacities throughout the worst years of the Troubles to express his own socialist and
secular vision of Northern Irish potential. As a young aspiring poet and novelist, he supported himself with
free-lance work that brought him into contact with institutions ranging from BBC Northern Ireland to the
Irish Times (for which he wrote personal columns and the music review feature High Pop) and from the
Queen's University Extramural Department to Long Kesh internment camp (where his creative writing
students included Gerry Adams). It is as a playwright, however, that Parker earned a permanent spot in the
literary canon with drama that encapsulates his experience of Northern Ireland in the 1970s. Marilynn
Richtarik's Stewart Parker: A Life illuminates the genesis, development, and meaning of such classic plays
as Spokesong, Northern Star, and Pentecost--works that continue to shed light on the North's past, present,
and future--in the context of Parker's life and times. Meticulously researched and engagingly written, this
critical biography rewards general readers and specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Thomas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Stewart Parker: A Life, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Howard Benedict:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book Stewart Parker: A Life it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Marion Driskell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Stewart Parker: A Life.

Harold Karr:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Stewart Parker: A Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The
Stewart Parker: A Life giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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