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Allusions give us a marvelous literary shorthand, drawing on our collective knowledge of literature,
mythology, and the Bible to help us describe people, places, feelings, and events. A miser is a Scrooge, a
strong man is a Samson or a Hercules, a beautiful woman is a Venus or a modern-day Helen of Troy. We can
suffer like Sisyphus or linger like the smile of the Cheshire Cat.
Ranging from classical mythology to modern movies and TV shows, this new reference work explains the
meanings of the allusions in use in modern English, from Abaddon to Zorro, Tartarus to Tarzan, and Rubens
to Rambo. Based on an extensive reading program that has identified the most commonly used allusions, this
fascinating volume includes numerous quotations to illustrate usage, from a range of authors and sources,
from Thomas Hardy and Charles Dickens to Bridget Jones's Diary. Moreover, the dictionary is thematically
structured, so that readers not only can look up Medea to find out who she was and how her name is used as
an allusion, but also can look up the theme of "Revenge" and find, alongside Medea, entries for other figures
used to allude to revenge, such as The Furies or The Count of Monte Cristo.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

This book untitled The Oxford Dictionary of Allusions to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Jeffrey Richard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Oxford Dictionary of Allusions which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Deb Valdez:

This The Oxford Dictionary of Allusions is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Oxford Dictionary of Allusions can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ruth Snider:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Oxford Dictionary of Allusions or perhaps
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Oxford Dictionary of Allusions to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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