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In this newest installment in Chicago’s series of Jacques Derrida’s seminars, the renowned philosopher
attempts one of his most ambitious goals: the first truly philosophical argument against the death penalty.
While much has been written against the death penalty, Derrida contends that Western philosophy is
massively, if not always overtly, complicit with a logic in which a sovereign state has the right to take a life.
Haunted by this notion, he turns to the key places where such logic has been established—and to the place it
has been most effectively challenged: literature.

With his signature genius and patient yet dazzling readings of an impressive breadth of texts, Derrida
examines everything from the Bible to Plato to Camus to Jean Genet, with special attention to Kant and
post–World War II juridical texts, to draw the landscape of death penalty discourses. Keeping clearly in view
the death rows and execution chambers of the United States, he shows how arguments surrounding cruel and
unusual punishment depend on what he calls an “anesthesial logic,” which has also driven the development
of death penalty technology from the French guillotine to lethal injection. Confronting a demand for
philosophical rigor, he pursues provocative analyses of the shortcomings of abolitionist discourse. Above all,
he argues that the death penalty and its attendant technologies are products of a desire to put an end to one of
the most fundamental qualities of our finite existence: the radical uncertainty of when we will die.
           
Arriving at a critical juncture in history—especially in the United States, one of the last Christian-inspired
democracies to resist abolition—The Death Penalty is both a timely response to an important ethical debate
and a timeless addition to Derrida’s esteemed body of work. 
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Death Penalty, Volume I (The
Seminars of Jacques Derrida). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Douglas Leverette:

Precisely why? Because this The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lillie Granado:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Death Penalty, Volume I (The
Seminars of Jacques Derrida) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Dorothy Alvarez:

This The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) is completely new way for you who
has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Death Penalty, Volume I
(The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better



life in addition to knowledge.
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