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Helen Tiegs didn't take to driving a tractor when she became a farmer's wife, but after fifty years she
considers herself the hub of the family operation. Lila Hill taught piano, then ultimately took a job off the
farm to augment the family income during a period of rising costs. From Montana's cattle pastures to New
Mexico's sagebrush mesas, women on today's ranches and farms have played a crucial role in a way of life
that is slowly disappearing from the western landscape.

Recalling her own family-farm ties, Sandra Schackel set out to learn how these women's lives have changed
over the second half of the twentieth century. In Working the Land, she collects oral histories from more than
forty women—in Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, Oregon, and Texas—recalling their experiences as
ranchers and farmers in a modernizing West.

Through this diverse group of women-white and Hispanic, rich and poor, ranging in age from 24 to 83—we
gain a new perspective on their ties to the land. Although western ranch and farm women have often been
portrayed as secondary figures who devoted themselves to housekeeping in support of their husbands' labors,
Schackel's interviews reveal that these women have had a much more active role in defining what we know
as the modern American West.

As Schackel listened to their stories, she found several currents running through their recollections, such as
the satisfaction found in living the rural lifestyle and the flexibility of gender roles. She also learned how
resourceful women developed new ways to make their farms work—by including tourism, summer camps,
and bed-and-breakfast operations—and how many have become activists for land-based issues. And while
some like Lila made the difficult decision to work off the farm, such sacrifices have enabled families to hold
onto their beloved land.

Rich with memory and insight into what makes America's family farms and ranches tick, Working the Land
provides a deeper understanding of the West's development over the last fifty years along with new
perspectives on shifting attitudes toward women in the workforce. It is both a long-overdue documentation
of the lives of hard-working farm women and a celebration of their contributions to a truly American way of
life.
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From reader reviews:

Juan McCain:

This Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm
Women in the Modern American West without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical
in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm
Women in the Modern American West can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Working the Land: The Stories
of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Mable Watkins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Working the
Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Working the Land: The Stories of Ranch
and Farm Women in the Modern American Westis the one of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Rebecca Moreno:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Working the Land: The Stories
of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Working the
Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West become your starter.

Stephen Morgan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have



read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Working
the Land: The Stories of Ranch and Farm Women in the Modern American West provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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