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Although the French Revolution is associated with efforts to dechristianize the French state and citizens, it
actually had long-term religious-even Christian-origins, claims Dale Van Kley in this controversial new
book. Looking back at the two and a half centuries that preceded the revolution, Van Kley explores the
diverse, often warring religious strands that influenced political events up to the revolution. Van Kley draws
on a wealth of primary sources to show that French royal absolutism was first a product and then a casualty
of religious conflict. On the one hand, the religious civil wars of the sixteenth century between the Calvinist
and Catholic internationals gave rise to Bourbon divine-right absolutism in the seventeenth century. On the
other hand, Jansenist-related religious conflicts in the eighteenth century helped to "desacralize" the
monarchy and along with it the French Catholic clergy, which was closely identified with Bourbon
absolutism. The religious conflicts of the eighteenth century also made a more direct contribution to the
revolution, for they left a legacy of protopolitical and ideological parties (such as the Patriot party, a
successor to the Jansenist party), whose rhetoric affected the content of revolutionary as well as
counterrevolutionary political culture. Even in its dechristianizing phase, says Van Kley, revolutionary
political culture was considerably more indebted to varieties of French Catholicism than it realized.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The
Religious Origins of the French Revolution: From Calvin to the Civil Constitution, 1560-1791 is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lola Hernandez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Religious Origins of the French Revolution: From Calvin to the Civil
Constitution, 1560-1791 as your daily resource information.

Phillip Hicks:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Religious Origins of the French
Revolution: From Calvin to the Civil Constitution, 1560-1791, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Beth Call:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Religious Origins of the French Revolution: From
Calvin to the Civil Constitution, 1560-1791 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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