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In 1896 the U.S. Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson upheld "equal but separate accommodations for the
white and colored races" on all passenger railways within the state of Louisiana. In this account with
implications for present-day America, Lofgren traces the roots of this landmark case in the post-Civil War
South and pinpoints its moorings in the era's constitutional, legal, and intellectual doctrines. After reviewing
de facto racial separation and the shift by southern states to legislated transportation segregation, he shows
that the Fourteenth Amendment became a ready vehicle for legitimating classification by race. At the same
time, scientists and social scientists were proclaiming black racial inferiority and lower courts were
embracing separate-but-equal in ordinary law suits. Within this context, a group of New Orleans blacks
launched a judicial challenge to Louisiana's 1890 Separate Car Law and carried the case to the Supreme
Court, where the resulting opinions by Justices Henry Billings Brown and John Marshall Harlan pitted legal
doctrines and "expert" opinion about race against the idea of a color-blind Constitution. Throughout his
account, Lofgren probes the intellectual premises that shaped this important episode in the history of law and
race in America--an episode that still raises troubling questions about racial classification and citizenship--
revealing its dynamics and place in the continuum of legal change.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

The book The Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Plessy Case: A Legal-
Historical Interpretation? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Russell Carson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. The Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Eugene Flowers:

Beside this The Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have The Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from
right now!

Eva Solares:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book The Plessy Case: A Legal-Historical Interpretation. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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