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In The Left Side of History Kristen Ghodsee tells the stories of partisans fighting behind the lines in Nazi-
allied Bulgaria during World War II: British officer Frank Thompson, brother of the great historian E.P.
Thompson, and fourteen-year-old Elena Lagadinova, the youngest female member of the armed anti-fascist
resistance. But these people were not merely anti-fascist; they were pro-communist, idealists moved by their
socialist principles to fight and sometimes die for a cause they believed to be right. Victory brought forty
years of communist dictatorship followed by unbridled capitalism after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
Today in democratic Eastern Europe there is ever-increasing despair, disenchantment with the post-
communist present, and growing nostalgia for the communist past. These phenomena are difficult to
understand in the West, where “communism” is a dirty word that is quickly equated with Stalin and Soviet
labor camps. By starting with the stories of people like Thompson and Lagadinova, Ghodsee provides a more
nuanced understanding of how communist ideals could inspire ordinary people to make extraordinary
sacrifices.
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From reader reviews:

John Tillery:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Left Side of History: World War II and the Unfulfilled
Promise of Communism in Eastern Europe. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book The Left Side of History: World War II and the
Unfulfilled Promise of Communism in Eastern Europe. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Scott Marin:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Left Side of History: World War II and
the Unfulfilled Promise of Communism in Eastern Europe is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Tovar:

The reserve untitled The Left Side of History: World War II and the Unfulfilled Promise of Communism in
Eastern Europe is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Left
Side of History: World War II and the Unfulfilled Promise of Communism in Eastern Europe from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tyrone Hogans:

You can obtain this The Left Side of History: World War II and the Unfulfilled Promise of Communism in
Eastern Europe by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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