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Conventionally, US immigration history has been understood through the lens of restriction and those who
have been barred from getting in. In contrast, The Good Immigrants considers immigration from the
perspective of Chinese elites--intellectuals, businessmen, and students--who gained entrance because of
immigration exemptions. Exploring a century of Chinese migrations, Madeline Hsu looks at how the model
minority characteristics of many Asian Americans resulted from US policies that screened for those with the
highest credentials in the most employable fields, enhancing American economic competitiveness.

The earliest US immigration restrictions targeted Chinese people but exempted students as well as
individuals who might extend America's influence in China. Western-educated Chinese such as Madame
Chiang Kai-shek became symbols of the US impact on China, even as they patriotically advocated for
China's modernization. World War II and the rise of communism transformed Chinese students abroad into
refugees, and the Cold War magnified the importance of their talent and training. As a result, Congress
legislated piecemeal legal measures to enable Chinese of good standing with professional skills to become
citizens. Pressures mounted to reform American discriminatory immigration laws, culminating with the 1965
Immigration Act.

Filled with narratives featuring such renowned Chinese immigrants as I. M. Pei, The Good Immigrants
examines the shifts in immigration laws and perceptions of cultural traits that enabled Asians to remain in the
United States as exemplary, productive Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Good Immigrants: How the Yellow Peril Became
the Model Minority (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The Good Immigrants: How
the Yellow Peril Became the Model Minority (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You can
add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Peter Holmes:

The reserve with title The Good Immigrants: How the Yellow Peril Became the Model Minority (Politics
and Society in Twentieth-Century America) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Lisa Langlais:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Good Immigrants: How the Yellow Peril Became the Model Minority (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Greg Butler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Good Immigrants: How
the Yellow Peril Became the Model Minority (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America).
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